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Historical Society Pursuing
Landmark Status for
‘Sonoma House’
—Gregg Montgomery
As many Valley residents are aware,
Sonoma Developmental Center (SDC) is
slated for closure in the next few years.
Needless to say, emotions are running
high amongst the families, employees and
the community at large. SDC has been
an integral part of our community since
1891 and its ties to Glen Ellen are nearly
inseparable.

Sonoma House in 2015

Our Great Fires
and
Our Great Fire
Department
How many remember the
great fires of the valley and the
skilled folks who fought them
for us? With the fire hazard on
the rise and more threatening
than ever given the current
drought, now is a good time to
recognize the good people who
have kept us safe.
The next public presentation
of the Glen Ellen Historical
Society, “Our Great Fires &
The History of Our Great Fire
Department” will be held from
2 to 4, Saturday afternoon,
September 12th, at the Glen
Ellen Fire Department.
Due to limited seating, you
must reserve your place soon
by sending $10 to GEHS, P.O.
Box 35, Glen Ellen, CA 95442.
Proceeds will benefit the Glen
Ellen Fire Department. (A $25
membership in the Historical
Society is also encouraged.)
Schedules and emergency calls
permitting, speakers include
Chief Matt Atkinson and
Retired Chief Peter Van Fleet.
Retired Chief Bill Murray and
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The Glen Ellen Historical Society (GEHS)
has taken a keen interest in our
neighboring facility and done a fair
amount of ground work chronicling its historic past. It was the GEHS
that helped nominate the iconic PEC building, also called the Main
Building, for its present listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. Built in 1908, this building was initially constructed for use as
an administration building.
Having worked at SDC for many years, my interest in its historical
beginnings have been heightened by meeting others with similar
passions. Lynn Anderson, who became the unofficial historian and
archivist for the facility, as well as Teresa Murphy, a long-time
administrator with a vision of creating a museum, have both inspired
my yearnings to learn more.
As the years slipped by it became obvious that SDC was rapidly
changing and becoming smaller each day. In the past couple years, as
rumors have soared of SDC’s closure, the Historical Society has had a
renewed interest in preserving much of its 125-year history of services
to the developmentally disabled and their families.
Hidden from view from passers-by on Arnold Drive and tucked away
behind the Eldridge Fire House is a beautiful turn-of-the-century,
three-story Victorian-style structure known as the Sonoma House. This
1897 building was erected for use as a Superintendent’s Home.
In surprisingly good
shape, this structure has
been earmarked several
times as a potential site
for a historical museum
that will capture the
story of the facility’s long
journey dating back to
1890 when the State first
purchased the 1,660 acres
from Senator William
McPherson Hill for
$51,000. The more I delve
into this story myself, the
more intrigued I become.
—continued

Hot Off the Press!

‘Sonoma House’
(from page 1)

The GEHS has taken
on this mission to help
preserve this fine structure
by pursuing its status as
a Historical Landmark as
well as helping to facilitate
its future as a museum.
Having worked at SDC for
over 40 years, it feels great
knowing that I’m helping
to preserve its legacy for
years to come.

‘Great Fires’ (from page 1)
Stacia Derickson may also
contribute their own stories
about the early years of the
department.
We’re looking for others who
remember the great fires,
from the 1923 inferno that
came out of the Mayacamas
to devour square miles of the
Valley of the Moon; to the
Cavedale Monsters of 1964
and 1996; to the conflagrations
that destroyed such local
establishments as Londonside
Lodge, St. Mary’s Church, the
Rustic Inn and Castle Cozy.

Sad News

Bob Glotzbach, Historical
Society Founder, Passes Away

Images of America: Jack London State Historic Park
by Elisa Stancil Levine
In her book, Images of America: Jack London State Historic Park* (Arcadia
Publishing) Elisa Stancil Levine has brought the spirit of Jack London,
his legacy, and the creation of a California State Historic Park to life.
Elisa takes us on a journey that starts with the first peoples who
inhabited the area (Pomo and Wappo). It traces the development of
the Hill Ranch in Glen Ellen, purchased by famed novelist Jack London
in 1905, and the later inclusion of the Beauty Ranch into a unique
agricultural experiment of London’s making. It ends with the ranch
becoming a California Historical Landmark and State Park.
The book is easy and entertaining to read, written by a local history
enthusiast with a series of archival photographs on each page and
captions beneath. This book takes you into the heart of the park and
soul of the man who helped create it. You are quickly immersed in the
life of Jack London author, prospector, newspaperman, oyster pirate,
socialist and farmer. Although Jack lived in Glen Ellen less than 12
years, it was here in the Valley of the Moon that he felt most fulfilled.
The 1400-acre Beauty Ranch is a tribute to London’s passion and efforts
in progressive agriculture and groundbreaking architecture.
When London died at the early age of 40, his wife Charmian inherited
the ranch. Working with Eliza Shepard, Jack’s sister, Charmian helped
manage it both for agriculture and as a guest ranch. After Charmian
died in 1955, the Shepard family continued operating the ranch and four
years later deeded several acres to the State of California, creating Jack
London State Park. Today the park hosts numerous events, workshops
and theatre productions and is host to more than 80,000 visitors
annually who hike, picnic and horseback ride.
Whether you are a visitor, or local who enjoys the park, it is worth
getting Levine’s book to immerse yourself in the history and legacy of
this magnificent place.
—Reviewed by Angela Nardo-Morgan
*Images of America: Jack London State Historic Park is available at: the Jack
London State Park museum; the Glen Ellen Village Market, and online
at: www.arcadiapublishing.com.

As Tales of Glen Ellen was going to
press, we received news that Bob
Glotzbach had passed away.
Bob was there to defend the cannon when it was
threatened with removal in 1992; this was the event
that sparked the founding of the Society. Bob also did
priceless work in collecting oral histories for Childhood
Memories of Glen Ellen and served the community in many
other ways. He will be greatly missed. (More on Bob’s
contributions in the next issue.)

Join the community of Glen Ellen
& celebrate the 25th Anniversary
of our beloved town fair!

The Glen Ellen Fair
is on Sunday, October 11th

This year’s theme is Glen Aliens
so get your Martian on!

Become an active member of the Glen Ellen Historical
Society today. Membership is $25, or $15 for seniors
and students. Send your check to GEHS at PO Box 35,
Glen Ellen, CA 95442

The parade starts at noon. Afterwards, enjoy a stroll
through town, stopping at various booths devoted to
local artists, culinary delights and clubs.
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Groove to the continuous music and entertainment
that will be performed on stage near the Post Office.

The Glen Ellen Historical Society Board of Directors:
Charles Mikulik (president); Archie Horton; Angela NardoMorgan; Mary Kate Carter; Anne Teller; Pat Carlin; Gregg
Montgomery; Jim Berkland; Skye Davis; Arthur Dawson.
Jim Shere (executive director)

Don’t miss this opportunity to celebrate 25 years of
this classic town fair extravaganza!

