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Pancrazi Corner at Arnold & Carquinez

Arthur Dawson

The arrival of Glen Ellen’s first railroad, the San Francisco & North 
Pacific in 1882, marked the beginning of the town we know today. 
Before then, Glen Ellen consisted of a post office and hotel on the road 
between Sonoma and Santa Rosa (now Highway 12).

As the trains began to come, the tiny business district shifted a mile 
to be near the depot, which was more or less where the post office is 
today. A small building boom ensued and many commercial structures 
went up right across what is now Arnold Drive. Six years later a 
second railroad arrived and another depot was built up the hill. Glen 
Ellen began to attracting tourists, many of whom came up from San 
Francisco to picnic and spend time in the country. 

In 1886, Giuseppe Pancrazi emigrated from Italy and settled in San 
Francisco, where he married Lizzie 
Allessandri, also from Italy. Julius, 
their first child, was born in 1888. 
By the turn of the century, the 
Pancrazis had four children and 
were living in Glen Ellen.

Giuseppe bought the Roma Hotel 
& Saloon on the southeast corner of 
Carquinez and Arnold Drive as well 
as several adjacent properties which 
collectively became known as 
‘Pancrazi Corner.’ The whole family 
ran the saloon and hotel. Eventually 
the Pancrazis built a larger hotel 
next door; Jack London sometimes 
ate dinner there.

After Prohibition took force in 
1920, the Pancrazis could no longer 
openly sell alcohol. A cellar hidden 
under the floor of the Roma Saloon 
suggests that liquor may have been 

            continued

Train departing Glen Ellen, c. 1900. 
The building at the far right, on the southeast corner of Carquinez Avenue and 
Arnold Drive, is now the Talisman Wines tasting room. Built in about 1895, it 
originally served as the Roma Hotel & Saloon. Today it is probably Glen Ellen’s 
oldest surviving commercial building. Photo courtesy of Western Railroader magazine from 
“Sonoma Valley Railroad” article by Robert Parmelee.

Remembering
Jim Berkland

Jim Shere

Jim’s death in July, just a few 
days before his 86th birthday, 
abruptly brought to an end one 
of the most lively and iconic lives 
lived in the Valley of the Moon.  
Throughout his childhood he had 
fished the streams and wandered 
the hills near Glen Ellen, studying 
and learning the nature of the 
landscape.  An avid writer, he 
produced over a thousand poems 
about the wildlife and plant life of 
the area— and about the daily life 
of the people of our community.  
Because his poetry celebrated every 
aspect of the region, we named 
him Honorary Poet Laureate of 
the Valley of the Moon during a 
special presentation featuring his 
life a few months ago.

The boyhood naturalist grew to 
become a dedicated scientist who 
believed in direct observation 
and critical thinking— despite 
conventional wisdom. His eager 
curiosity, combined with a 
generous and agile mind, led to 
discoveries that redefined the 
geologic prehistory of this area— 
finding fossils of sea life high in the 
Mayacamas range, and Ponderosa 
Pines (usually found in the high 
Sierras) in the lowlands of Nun’s 
Canyon. Just this past year he 
discovered extremely rare tektites, 
fused remnants of a meteor impact, 
near Kenwood at Morton’s Warm 
Springs.

After receiving his degree in 
Geology at U.C. Berkeley, and
 serving as assistant professor

“Every two weeks, 
movies were shown 

in Pancrazi Hall.

“Of course, the 
pictures were black and white 
with no sound. A piano player 
accompanied with appropriate 
mood music for Harold Lloyd, 
FattyArbuckle, Keystone Cops 
and Charlie Chaplin films. 

“Once or twice during the
showing the film would 
usually break.  The lights were 
turned on, and you waited for 
the operator to splice the film. 
Part of the reel was destroyed, 
so many strange sequences 
occurred.
 —Bud Fridegar,

Childhood Memories of Glen Ellen



Become an active member of the Glen Ellen Historical Society today. 
Membership is $25, or $15 for seniors and students. Send your check to 
GEHS at PO Box 35, Glen Ellen, CA 95442
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The Glen Ellen Historical Society Board of Directors: Charles Mikulik 
(president); Archie Horton; Angela Nardo-Morgan; Mary Kate Carter; Anne 
Teller; Pat Carlin; Gregg Montgomery; Jim Berkland; Skye Davis; Arthur 
Dawson. Jim Shere (executive director)

Join the community of Glen Ellen
& celebrate the 26th Anniversary

of our beloved town fair!

The Glen Ellen Fair
is on Sunday, October 9th

This year’s theme is Valley of the Moon 
So get Lunar!

The parade starts at noon. Afterwards, enjoy a stroll through town, 
stopping at various booths devoted to local artists, culinary delights 
and clubs.

Groove to the continuous music and entertainment that will be 
performed on stage near the Post  Office.

Don’t miss this opportunity to celebrate 26 years of this classic town 
fair extravaganza!

—Berkland continued
at Appalachian State University 
in North Carolina, Jim returned 
to California to become the 
first county geologist for Santa 
Clara County.  There he began 
to formulate some very original 
ideas about the nature and 
frequency of earthquakes.  His 
work was largely ignored until 
his prediction of the destructive 
Loma Prieta earthquake four 
days before it struck in 1989;  
this established an international 
reputation as an independent and 
controversial scientist.  

Though over time he had several 
California addresses and did 
some world traveling, the Valley 
of the Moon remained Jim’s 
beloved home.  He adored his 
family and his community.  Over 
the decades he was active in our 
volunteer fire department, the 
Glen Ellen Community Church, 
the Lions Club, and the Jack 
London Foundation.  Jim served 
several years on the board of 
directors for the Glen Ellen 
Historical Society, and was for 
us a great inspiration.  Reading 
his entry in Bob Glotz-bach’s 
Childhood Memories of Glen Ellen— 
in which he remembers how 
this place once was— we sadly 
recognize how much we have lost 
with his leaving. 
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A Bulletin from the Board

$500 has been donated toward placing a bench in memory of 
Bob Glotzbach at Jack London State Park.  He was a founding 
member of our organization, and the author of Childhood Memories 
of Glen Ellen.  

A bench is also planned for downtown Glen Ellen as a memorial 
for Jim Berkland, an active member of the community and 
member of our board of directors.

$250 has been donated towards the Glen Ellen Community 
Church and their purchase of new chairs for Mayflower Hall, 
where we often hold our meetings.

Future presentations being developed include the signature quilt 
that was made by women of Glen Ellen in 1930, the history of 
Dunbar School (second oldest school continually operating in 
the state), and the recording studio in Jack London Village for 25 
years, from 1973 to 1998.  

We are also considering a presentation about Marshall’s Garage, 
and the local transition from blacksmiths to auto mechanics 
during the 20th Century.  We welcome any suggestions and 
support in producing these events— especially personal stories 
and photographs that will help bring these memories to life.

We will have a table at the Glen Ellen Village Fair on Sunday, 
October 9th.  Come say hello and linger to chat, and take a look at 
our maps, books, DVDs, and photographs.

Our bylaws are now under review, as well as the structure 
and direction of our organization.  Again, we welcome your 
involvement.  We share your interest in the legacy of the Valley of 
the Moon, and your concern for its future.

—Pancrazi Corner continued

hidden there and the Roma 
operated as a ‘speakeasy,’ like 
many other places during this era. 

The Pancrazis were well 
remembered by those who shared 
their recollections in Childhood 
Memories of Glen Ellen. Giuseppe had 
a large vegetable garden on the east 
side of Sonoma Creek, just below 
the bridge. Movies were shown 
at Pancrazi Hall, which was right 
behind the Roma Hotel.

Around 1925, the family got out 
of the hotel and saloon business. 
Julius found work at the State 
Hospital. The original Roma 
building went on to house 
Ferguson’s Variety Store, Bill’s 
Hardware, a real estate office and 
now the Talisman Wines tasting 
room.

A development, including 
store-fronts and apartments, 
has been proposed for the lot 
between Talisman and Marshall’s 
garage. The Historical Society 
is monitoring this proposal and 
doing what we can to ensure that 
the plans are consistent with the 
unique character of our town.


